
Reflection Worksheet  
 

Part 5: The Five Stages of Radical Hospitality 

The Stage of Radical Hospitality 

1. Honor them: “I see you.” 
Honor is the stage of hospitality where were are willing to look into the eyes of another, even 
those who we might call our enemies, and acknowledge their inherent worth. We see them as 
bearers of the image of God. We treat them as we would treat God. This is the truth at the heart 
of the Hindu greeting Namaste: “I see you. The God image in me honors the God image in you.” 

2. Welcome them: “Come and stay at my home.”  
This is the level of hospitality where we say to the other that our space is their space. We treat 
them as those who belong with us. We are willing to say to them, “Until you prove otherwise, I 
will welcome you into my life.” 

3. Provide for them: “I will use what I have to care for your lack.”  
This is the stage where we offer the other all we can to make them whole again. That includes 
caring for more than their mere physical needs; we must be willing to care for their spiritual and 
emotional needs as well. At this stage, we are willing to take inventory of our resources and to 
take their needs upon ourselves. This is the stage where we say, “I have something that can be of 
value and benefit to your life, and I am going to provide that for you.” This is the stage where we 
do all that we can to remind them that they are the beloved children of God. 

4. Protect them: “I will offer the very best of what I have to keep you safe.”  
This is the stage of radical hospitality that says, “Your safety and my safety are now joined as one. 
In order to keep you safe, I will offer even the best of what I have to maintain your wellbeing.” 

5. Empower them: “I will work to better your future.” 
This is the final stage of radical hospitality. At this stage, we are willing to offer radical hospitality, 
even if its only purpose is that those who we welcome are able to continue on their journey 
empowered and encouraged. When they leave, they feel better about themselves than they did 
when they came. They will be filled with peace, hope, and love. This is the stage where we are 
able to say to them, “Your well-being is one of my life’s highest priorities.” 
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Questions for Conversation and Reflection 

1) Sodom, or even the term sodomy, is often used as an excuse to speak about homosexuality as a sin. 
Do you feel the message today has sufficiently shown that this is not the case? Why or why not? 

2) Have you ever heard the story of Sodom explained as an example of the sin of being inhospitable? 

3) Referring to the stages of radical hospitality above, what are some areas in your own personal life 
where you need to learn to practice being more hospitable? 

4) What are some ways Brookside Community Church as a congregation can be more inclusive of people 
of all sexual orientations, gender identities, or gender expressions? Do the five stages of radical 
hospitality offer any suggestions?
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